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FEATURE

What's the Big Idea?

So you have an idea for a new creation. That's fabulous! Can you imagine the
idea on a grander scale? What new ways could you use to reach your
audience, or how could you get them involved in co-creation? What or who else



could you bring into the project to make it new and vibrant?

When little children tell you a story, you can see their imagination catch fire.
Soon the tale spins off into the wildest fantasies. Using a similar no-holds-
barred sense of wonder can generate truly exciting, original ideas.
 
The Upside of Ambition
We keep hearing about the benefits of going outside our comfort zone. In the
arts, big ideas can contain enough charge to sustain us through boredom, self-
doubt and other obstacles to creativity. When the idea feels really important,
we're less likely to let it fizzle or get swamped by the ROL (Rest of Life). The
big idea also carries the power to convince us that we're the one meant to bring
this vision to life.

The large-scale idea can more easily transcend its creator and acquire its own
reason for existence. This in turn can keep us working and help us manage the
anxieties of the production, completion and showing stages.

Skills Development
Working on grand projects can sharpen your technical skills and help you
become more resourceful, especially if you need to collaborate with others.
Imagine the vision, resources and scale of collaboration it took for artists
Christo and Jeanne-Claude, who brought us wrapped buildings and fabric-
surrounded islands, to pull their stunning projects together. 

As your confidence and willingness to step into unfamiliar territory grow, you
may find that working on big ideas spawns other big ideas. Can you get into the
habit of thinking bigger? As an idea forms in your mind, allow your imagination
to expand. How magnificent could this be? 



BOOKSHELF

The Artist's Compass: The Complete Guide to Building a Life and a
Living in the Performing Arts
by Rachel S. Moore
Touchstone, New York, 2016

Rachel Moore danced with the American Ballet Theater and later became the
company's executive director, then its CEO. She has held a number of other
management positions with music, dance and cultural organizations. Moore is
an expert on the business side of the arts, issues of craft for performers, and
the inner life of the performing artist.

The author says that the large organizations that used to scout for and nurture
new talent are going broke, so it's important for individuals to  manage their
own careers. Her book guides readers through a journey of self-discovery to
define and work toward a personal vision of success. 



Moore urges her readers to consider a performing career outside a major
metropolis, explaining that a satisfying living in the arts can happen at many
different levels. She talks about how corporate and non-profit arts organizations
work, and describes the role of performers' unions.

She counsels artists to aim for a balanced life that blends performance and
attending to craft with health maintenance, social bonds and engagement with
outside interests. This balance will not only improve the longevity of a
performing career, she says, but also allow artists to bring a well-rounded,
broadly educated perspective to their art form.
 

BRIGHT IDEAS

Writers use prompts as warm-ups and idea generators. If you're a painter stuck
for ideas, why not borrow this tactic? Pick a random word or phrase from a
dictionary, article, ad or other written material and see what artwork ideas that
word or phrase inspires.

It could be fun to trade prompts with one or more artists. Give yourselves
permission to just make marks, work at a different speed, or use unusual tools
or gestures as you work, letting your prompt guide you.



COACHING NEWS

Drop by the Art in the Park event in Ottawa's Strathcona Park on Saturday,
August 11 from 10 to 4. I'll be exhibiting and would be happy to chat with you
about creativity coaching.

I have spots available for one-on-one coaching by telephone, or in person if
you're in the Ottawa area. The first meeting is always free and will give you a
good sense of what coaching can offer you.

Please contact me at 1-613-296-5207 or visit
www.clarethorbescreativitycoach.com to arrange your free first consultation.
 

http://www.clarethorbescreativitycoach.com/


WISE WORDS

"Revealing what, how and why you do your art does not dismantle either the
beauty or mystery of it. Quite the opposite. Your effort to reach out invites
others to participate in the mystery and to share the beauty.”

― Ariane Goodwin 
Writing the Artist Statement: Revealing the True Spirit of Your Work 
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